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From the Chair   
Where did January go?? All of a sudden the IPM workshop of Feb 
10th was upon us, and what a worthwhile session it was. A total 
attendance of 26 members. 

Special thanks to Prof. Robert Spooner-Hart and Clarrie 
Beckingham for their support of this important MOA event. Also to 
Andrew Kearins and Michael Hewitt (who unfortunately could not 
be present due to vintage work with Oatley Wines) for making 
available their groves. 

The session included lunch and about 2 hrs theory on pests & 
diseases, their life cycles and treatments.  Rob impressed that 
timing within the complex life cycles is of critical importance, else 
treatment may be of no use. 

During the field session some disturbing levels of scale were 
found, though lace bugs were completely absent (some old 
damage noted) most likely due to the extreme hot/dry conditions.  

Of interest was discovery of parasitic wasp activity and the 
presence of cocoons of scale eating caterpillars, the “good guys”.  

The issue of marketing and selling prices has long been at the fore among members, and whilst we are a long 
way from being able to establish an MOA marketing arm, we will shortly be conducting a members forum to get 
as much data and ideas on the table with the view to forming a working group to attack this ever important 
issue.  

We should prepare for a very early harvest!  Grapes and other fruits have been a record 3-4 weeks early. Never 
has harvest begun in January in the Mudgee Region.  

Olive maturity is not likely to be SO early, as the impetus for grapes occurred in the record high temperatures of 
Sep-Oct  which is prior to Olive fruit set.  

Bird pressure due to multiple species forced out of burnt forest land will also be a yield detractor, so a “greener” 
harvest should be considered as birds are most attracted to colored fruit. 

Meanwhile stay tuned for details of the marketing forum which may be preceeded by an on line questionnaire. 

Wishing all a good harvest   Michael 
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Events  
For  2007 

 
 
2007 Calendar  
 
Members meetings – At  “Stables” on 
following dates: 

�� Saturday May 12 
�� Saturday Aug 11 
�� Saturday Nov 10 (AGM) 

 
June 9       “Fresh from the Press”  
Aug 11      Product Show  Judging 
Aug 18/19      Oil Show Judging  
Aug 18 Chef Panel Judging  
Aug 24 Trophy Dinner 
  
Sept 13/14 ROP Harvest W/shop 
Sept 15 Pruning Workshop 
TBA  Public Oil Tasting 
  
(No Pickling Workshop 2007) 
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��� �  NEXT MEETING - Sat 12 th May 2007 – The Stables ��� �  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Fennel, Olive, and Blood Orange Salad  

This is a wonderful wintertime salad. The flavors are all strong and fresh. 

3 fennel bulbs 
2 cups mesclun salad mix (a salad mix of small young salad leaves that may 
include a variety of lettuces, spinach etc.) 
2 oranges, segmented 
1 orange for juice 
1/3 cup pitted olives 
½ cup Italian parsley leaves 
1/3 cup extra virgin olive oil 
1 lemon, juiced 
¼ lb Parmesan 
salt and pepper  

Trim the tops from the fennel and any bruised outer leaves. Cut in half lengthwise 
and slice thinly (a mandolin works well here but watch the fingers). Toss with a 
squeeze of lemon juice.  

In a small bowl whisk together the orange juice, olive oil, and salt and pepper.  

Combine the fennel, mesclun salad mix, orange segments, olives, and parsley 
leaves in a bowl. Toss gently with the vinaigrette. Shave the Parmesan over the 
top and serve.  

Serves 6  

Enjoy  
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Saturday 9 th June 07  FRESH FROM THE PRESS  
This will be held on Bill Cox Square on the newsagents side. Members 
are asked to participate with tastings and samples. Here is another 
opportunity to make sales. 
 
This is the June Long weekend – there will be a MILLION or MORE 
people in  Mudgee – so take advantage of that ---- 10 am to 2pm ---- IT’s 
free but limited to six persons on the stand  -- first in best dressed!!!! 
 
We need a good spruiker – any volunteers???? 
 
Tables & banner provided but bring your own display and promo material 

So let me know asap. Ring me on 6373 7793 
***************************************** 

 
 

 
Some scenes from our recent Integrated Pest Managem ent Workshop 
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For advertising space, call Karl on 6373 7793 
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Property for Sale  
 
“MORNING STAR FARM” 
   
  Three magnificent blocks for sale 
  Olive Grove -                         74 level ac res 
  3,000 trees 
  Cherry Orchard   800 trees 
  All irrigated 
  Equipped Bore, 10 megs Dam, Irrigation Licence 19  megs 
  Large Sheds 
  2 Bedroom interesting open plan residence with ti mber                           
floors & wood-fired heater 
  Stoney Creek - spring fed water holes 
   
  Asking $685,000 
                   *     *     * 
   
Olive Grove                          95 level acres  
  400 Olive trees (approximately) 
  Good loam soil (used as large lucerne paddock in past) 
  Stoney Creek 
  Excellent Bore, irrigation licence 19 megs 
   
  Asking $430,000 
                *    *    * 
  
 Bush Block                            65 acres 
  Stunning valley views 
  Irrigation licence 23 megs 
   
  Asking $180,000 
   
  Contact — Steve, Bus. (02) 9232 4051 
                  AH (02) 9417 7840 
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Mudgee Muster  Friday 9th March. (Refer to email sent to all 
members on 29th Jan) 
The Turramurra Rotary Conference will be held at Oatley Wines, 
Craigmoor Road. There will be hundreds & hundreds of people 
there. It will involve delegates and their spouses. 
Members are invited to man a table and provide tasting samples 
sufficient to last an hour from 6pm to 7pm. 
Another opportunity to make sales. 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
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MUDGEE OLIVES ASSOCIATION   
 
 
 
 
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS: 
 
  
PRESIDENT:              Michael Sweeney     T:  6373 1248 
                                                                     F:  6373 1248 
                                                                     E:  organic@martinshillwines.com.au 
 
MINUTES SECRETARY: Jan Kenworthy    T:  6373 1248 
                                                                     F:  6373 1248 
                                                                     E:  organic@martinshillwines.com.au 
 
TREASURER:           June Ritar                  T:  6373 7793 
                                                                     F:  6373 7792 
                                                                     E:  june@greenmountainolives.com 
 Principal Point of Contact  
  
MOA OPERATIONS MANAGER 
Karl Ritar       -     Postal Address:    “Kirwin”  

  1466 Campbells Creek Road, Mudgee 2850 
                                                                     T:  6373 7793 
                                                                     F:  6373 7792 
                                                                     E:   karl@greenmountainolives.com 
 
   

Special Responsibility 
 
Sue Clubb       Oil Show Moderator 
 T: 6373 3119 
 E:  info@ridgebackpark.cc 
  
Cath Stevenson      Oil Show Co-ordinator 
            T:  6373 5490 
            E:  edenvale@hwy.com.au                                                  
  
  
 Michael Hewitt      Product Show Co-ordinator  
   T:   63726510 
   E:  karilla@winsoft.net.au 


